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“rak teh” translates as

“love : authentic”
evoking feelings of real,
lasting, life-changing

love that cannot be
bought or sold.
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IZAYLA TALAE - OUR LITTLE GIFT TO THE WoRLD!!!

We are so very, very much in love! Gosh is she beautiful! Who knew
that drinking milk, sleeping, and pooping could be so interesting? Three
weeks ago she started smiling - we figured that would get us (and it
does!!!), but even her screams (“That bath water is way too cold dad-
what do you think you are doing??! Why are you killing me??!”)
reinforce our love.

Izayla Talae (I-zae-luh Ta-lay) is just over two months old and utterly
delightful.  Even from early in our pregnancy we had a strong
conviction and awareness that this little girl is a gift from God, but the
neatest thing is that every time we go outside we can see how she is a
gift not only for us personally but also for our neighbors and the guys.
The week we brought her home from the hospital we had people
knocking on our door almost every night to come and see the baby. Her full head of
hair and toothless grin have melted even the grumpiest of our neighbors and opened
up many conversations about family, children and other important parts of life. Our
neighbor’'s comments are so consistent that we’re a little afraid lzayla might come to
think her name is “na-rak-muen-tukata” or “lovely like a doll!”

Our little girl is teaching us to love deeper and fuller than we ever have before - to love
her but also all those around her that she so freely delights in... even as they delight in
her. It is truly a joyful journey that our family is on in this season.

SO WHAT IS LIFE ON OUTREACH GONNA LOOK LIKE WITH THIS LITTLE GIRL?
The honest answer is we don’t really know yet! We’ve been blessed with nearly 40 days

of grandmothers as both Kashmira’s and Iven’s moms have seized the
opportunity to come and cuddle their first grandchild. But between Kashmira’s
recovery (3 weeks of bedrest), Bangkok’s protests and visits from our family we
really haven’t spent much time outside of our immediate neighborhood since
before Izayla’s birth. (You might say Rak Teh has been on maternity leave!)

In the midst of being home-bound one gift from this slower season is a reminder
of our call to “the streets” and “the Loop”, even more than the bars. Recently a
friend of ours was praying for us and made the comment that we are “street
people.” How right they were! We really love nothing more than squatting on the
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sidewalk with our homeless neiihbors or
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